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Between getting pools open and the hot weather we have had recently, there is no doubt that summer is just around the 

corner. With the hot weather comes more discussion about the topic that has dominated the news this year: the drought 

in California. With record low amounts of rainfall, nearly all Bay Area water agencies have already asked homeowners 

and businesses to begin voluntary conservation efforts. We have included many helpful tips and tricks to conserve in 

past newsletters to many of the communities that we manage and hope that everyone is doing their part to save water 

where ever you can.  

 

Just this past week, the Dublin San Ramon Services District (DSRSD) and Zone 7 (which supplies water to the City of 

Pleasanton and DSRSD) issued mandatory water rationing restrictions to their customers. As many of the HOAs 

that we manage lie within the boundaries of these two agencies, Homeowner Association Services felt it was 

appropriate to outline the restrictions from the water agencies, remind our homeowners of a couple ways to conserve, 

and let you know what the landscapers that serve your Associations will be doing to cut back on their water use. 

 

Effective immediately, all homeowners are required to limit outdoor water in the following ways:  
 

 Do not wash vehicles, boats, trailers, etc. at your home using potable water. Instead wash vehicles at car wash 

locations that use recycled water. 

 Do not use water to wash driveways, sidewalks, patios or building surfaces. Instead sweep areas with a broom.  

 Leave decorative fountains empty this summer unless they provide a habitat for aquatic species. 

 Cover your personal swimming pool to prevent water loss from evaporation.  

 All users must cut irrigation watering by 50%. Water your landscaping with overhead spray sprinklers a 

maximum of two days per week in June, July, August and September. Water between the hours of 6pm and 

9am to limit water loss from evaporation.  

Violation of any of the above restrictions could result in penalties from the water districts, up to and including turning 

off your water supply. Below is the schedule of fines from DSRSD.  
 

 
 

Listed below are a few of the many ways individual homeowners can help conserve water in and around your home:  
 

In the kitchen 

 Throw leftover ice cubes from a drink into a potted plant instead of down the drain. 

 Scrape (rather than rinse) dishes before loading them in the dishwasher. Only wash full loads of dishes.  

 Soak pots and pans rather than letting water run while you scrub them clean.  

 When washing dishes by hand, keep a tub in the sink as a rinse station rather than running the water to rinse 

your dishes.  
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In the bathroom  

 Turn off the tap while shaving, brushing your teeth and lathering up to wash your hands and face. 

 Put a bucket in your tub to collect water while you’re waiting for it to get hot and use the collected water for 

house and outdoor plants. 

 Add a water bottle filled with water and rocks to the toilet tank to limit the amount of water used on each flush. 

(Just be sure it does not interfere with the flapper!) 
 

Outdoor/Landscaping  

 Where possible, change your overhead spray sprinklers to drip irrigation for shrubs and planter areas. 

Overhead spray is approximately 65% efficient (meaning only 65% of the water you use goes to the directed 

plant). Compare that to drip irrigation, which is estimated to be 95% efficient.  

 Consider changing out high water using plants, such as annuals and color spots, to more drought resistant, 

California native plants.  

 For lawn areas, where overhead spray is required, consider changing the nozzles to MP Rotator style nozzles. 

These nozzles put out steady streams of water at a steady rate rather than a continuous spray. This slower 

application rate allows water to soak into the soil and achieves an even distribution throughout the area being 

irrigated. This increased efficiency results in 30% less water use when compared to traditional sprays and 

significantly reduces wasteful runoff. The MP Rotator can be installed onto any conventional spray head body 

or shrub adapter, transforming them into high uniformity, low precipitation rate sprinklers with matched 

precipitation at any arc and any radius. 

 In addition to enhancing the appearance of your landscaping, adding mulch to your planter beds reduces 

evaporation and helps the soil to retain moisture. Mulch is available in several colors and sizes to suit any 

landscaping area. 

Given the drought, HAS is recommending that our Boards be more lenient on yellowing lawns this summer, but that 

does not mean that your front yard/lawn maintenance duties go away completely! You will still be required to keep 

your lawns mowed and edged regularly and weed free through the summer.  

 

In Associations where the HOA has landscape maintenance responsibilities, our managers have already had numerous 

conversations with your landscape service companies about how to effectively balance cutting back our irrigation use 

with maintaining the beauty of the landscaping in your front yards and parks. Most landscapers have asked us to 

convey to homeowners that your lawns will not be green this summer. The plant material should be able to survive 

on the decreased water, but two days of watering per week (as required by the water districts) is not sufficient to keep a 

lawn green in the heat of the summer. 
 

Many landscapers that we work with have been changing out sprinkler heads where possible to MP rotators to begin 

conserving water and will use the pattern of watering in multiple short bursts to allow the water we do use to soak in 

and prevent run off.  
 

If you see sprinklers on during the day or sprinklers that have been on for an extended period of time, please contact 

your association manager ASAP to report the location. You can reach the office by calling (925) 830-4848 during 

normal business hours or our 24-hour emergency service at (925) 831-2309.  
 

Each water agency has different restrictions, but all of them are asking homeowners to cut back on their water use. For 

additional information on how to conserve, please visit any of the following websites:  
 

Save Our Water – California Drought Info www.saveourh2o.com 

Examples of a water efficient home www.h2ouse.com  

California Urban Water Conservation Council www.cuwcc.org 

Zone 7 Water District www.zone7water.com  

Dublin San Ramon Services District www.dsrsd.com 
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